
KATHLEEN A. DEAGAN 
 

18 Seminole Drive 

St. Augustine FL 32084  

 

RESEARCH INTERESTS:   Historical Archaeology; Spanish Colonial Studies; Material culture systematics;  

 

EMPLOYMENT 

 1974-81 Associate Professor, Florida State University Anthropology Department 

 1982-95 Curator, Florida State Museum, Anthropology Department 

1983-1990   Chairperson, Department of Anthropology, Florida Museum of Natural History 

1985-1995 Curator and Adjunct Professor, Department of Anthropology, Florida Museum of Natural 

 History 

              1995- 2010 Distinguished Research Curator, Florida Museum  of Natural History, University  of Florida. 

 2008- 2014 Lockwood Professor of Florida and Caribbean Archaeology 

2010 -Distinguished Research Curator Emerita, Florida Museum of Natural History 

 

PROFESSIONAL SOCIETIES 

         Society for American Archaeology (Executive Committee 1987-89; Dissertation Prize selection committee  

  1993-1995; Nominating Committee, 1995, 2001; Historic Landmarks Committee 2003-2008);  

 Society for Historical Archaeology (Board of Directors, 1980-83; President 1984-86)  

 Southeastern Archaeological Conference(Treasurer 1980-1982);  

 Florida Anthropological Society;   

 Archaeological Institute of America;  

 American Academy of Arts and Sciences  

 

HONORS AND AWARDS (Selected, since 1995) 

 1995     Florida Trust for Historic Preservation: Individual Distinguished Service Award 

 1996     Charlton Tebeau Book Award for Ft. Mose: America's Black Fortress of Freedom 

 1996     American Association for State and Local History Award of Merit for  Ft. Mose: America's Black  

  Fortress of Freedom (University Press of Florida, 1995)              

 1997      Florida Anthropological Society: Ripley P. Bullen Award 

 1997      Named Alumna of Outstanding Achievement, University of Florida 

 1998     Named as Lifetime Honorary Trustee, St. Augustine Historical Society 

2002      Society for American Archaeology (with José M. Cruxent) Book Award for Columbus’s Outpost  

among the Taíno, La Isabela 1493-1498 (2002, Yale University Press) 

 2003      Society for Historical Archaeology: J.C. Harrington Medal for Distinguished Lifetime                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

  Contributions to Historical Archaeology 

 2006 Society for American Archaeology Presidential Recognition Award for work on the SAA National 

  Historic Landmarks Committee. 

2007 City of St. Augustine: Order of La Florida for “Extraordinary Contributions to the St. Augustine 

Community”.  

2009 Florida Department of State: 2009 Bob Williams Award (“Recognizing public employees whose 

service is so exceptional that it has changed the course of Historic Preservation in Florida”)  

2011 Honorary Doctor of Laws Degree conferred by Flagler College. 

2013 Dorothy Dodd Lifetime Achievement Award, Florida Historical Society 

2015 Elected to the Académia Dominicana de la Historia 

2015 Lifetime Achievement Award, Southeastern Archaeological Conference. 

2016 Elected to the American Academy of Arts and Sciences 

2017 St. Augustine Historical Society, Herschel Shepard Award (Lifetime Distinction in Service to St. 

Augustine’s History and Historic Preservation) 

2018 Florida Trust for Historic Preservation Award:  Outstanding Performance in the Field of 

Archaeology 

 



MAJOR  RESEARCH PROGRAMS 

 1973-2010 Director and Principal Investigator, Historical Archaeology  Field School Program in St.  

     Augustine, Florida.  (Annual excavations resulting in 4 books, 13 M.A. theses, 6 Ph.D.   

  dissertations and more than 50  journal articles.) 

 1982-86 Principal Investigator: Puerto Real project, Haiti (16th century Spanish town). 

 1983-1988 Principal Investigator: En Bas Saline project, Haiti (The Search for La Navidad in a   

 contact period Taino village). 

 1986-1990  Principal Investigator, Ft. Mose archaeological project (Americas first free Black town) 

1989-1996 Co-Principal Investigator with Jose M. Cruxent:  Archaeological investigations of La  

   Isabela - First European town in the New World. 

 1995-2001 Principal Investigator, Archaeological Study of Concepción de la Vega, Dominican Republic.  

 2003-2004  Principal Investigator, The Search for La Navidad in Haiti. En Bas Saline. 

 2010-2015  Principal investigator, Archaeology at the Fountain of Youth Park. The 1565 Menendez  

        campsite. 

2018-2020  Principal Investigator, Archaeology of the Shrine of Nuestra Señora de la Leche, St. Augustine.   

  

EXHIBIT PROJECTS (since 1990) 

1990-97  Curator, "Fort Mose: America's Black Fortress of Freedom" Florida Museum of Natural History 

. 1999-2000Script and object consultant, “Down like Lead: 400 Years of Florida Shipwrecks” Florida  

  Museum of Natural History: 

2002 Curator: America’s ancient city- A history of Spanish St. Augustine through its artifacts and 

people (an on-line virtual exhibit) Florida Museum of Natural History 

www.flmnh.ufl.edu/staugustine) 

2011-2014 Curator : First Colony: Our Spanish Heritage Florida Museum of Natural History 

 

 CONSULTANCIES AND ADVISORY BOARDS (Since 1990) 

1991, 1993, 1995 UNESCO and the Instituto Nacional de Cultura de Panama (Panama). Review and 

development of long range plan for historical archaeological programs and potentials in Panamá  

 1994-2004   Jamestown Rediscovery , Association for the Preservation of Virginia Antiquities: Advisory 

 Board, Archaeological Excavations at Jamestown  

 1997-1999  Instituto del Patrmonio Cultural de Venezuela, Caracas: Development and implementation  

  of workshops in the identification of historic ceramics 

 1999-2002 Advisory Board, College of Charleston Center for the Study of the Low Country and the 

  Atlantic World. 

 2002-03 Discovery Channel: Development of a program on new technologies in search of Columbus 

2006-07 Member, Advisory Panel: National Park Service “Preserve America” Program. Washington, D.C 

 2000-04 Chair, The Florida Humanities Council 

 2000-04 National Register Review Board (for Florida)  

 2002-2005 Member, Florida Historical Commission 

 2000-04 University Press of Florida Editorial Advisory Board 

 2010-2015  Board of Trustees, St. Augustine Historical Society (President 2013-2014) 

 2007-present  Member, Editorial Advisory Board. Journal of Archaeological Research.  

 2000- present  Board of Directors, Historic St. Augustine Research Institute at Flagler College   

 2011-present Board of Directors, University of Florida-Historic St. Augustine 

 2016 -present Board of Trustees, Flagler College 

  

SELECTED PUBLICATIONS  (8 books and 79 articles in scholarly journals and anthologies) 

 BOOKS 

 1983 Spanish St. Augustine:  The Archaeology of a Colonial Creole Community.  New York,   

  Academic Press. 

 1987 Artifacts of the Spanish Colonies of Florida and the Caribbean, 1500-1800.  Washington,  

  Smithsonian Institution Press (Vol I: Ceramics and Glassware). (Updated edition re-issued in  

  2002). 

 1995 (editor and contributor of 4 chapters)  Puerto Real: The archaeology of a sixteenth century 

   Spanish town in Hispaniola. University Presses of Florida 

http://www.flmnh.ufl.edu/staugustine


 1995      Ft. Mose: Colonial America's Black Fortress of Freedom. Gainesville: University Presses of  

  Florida (1st author with Darcie McMahon) 

 2002a  Columbus’s outpost among the Taíno, La Isabela 1493-1498 (With Jose M. Cruxent). 

Yale  University Press, New Haven 

2002  Archaeology at La Isabela, America’s First European town (With Jose M. Cruxent). Yale  

  University Press, New Haven 

2002  Artifacts of the Spanish Colonies of Florida and the Caribbean, 1500-1800.  Volume 2 Portable,  

 Personal Possessions.  Washington, Smithsonian Institution Press (Vol I: Ceramics and 

Glassware). 

2008   (with David H. Thomas)  From Santa Elena to St. Augustine: Indigenous Ceramic Variability  (A.D. 

1400-1700), New York: Anthropological Papers of the American Museum of Natural History 

   

JOURNAL ARTICLES AND CHAPTERS (post- 1997) 

 1998     Rethinking modern history. Archaeology (1998 Special 50th anniversary issue) 51(5):54-60. 

              1998   Transculturation and Spanish-American ethnogenesis: The archaeological legacy of the   

  Quincentenary.  in Studies in culture contact: Interaction, culture change and archaeology. 

  edited by J. Cusick, Southern Illinois University Press. 

1999   (1st author with Jane Landers)  Fort Mose: The Earliest Free African-American Community in the  

 United   States. in I, too am America”: Archaeological studies of African- American life. edited by 

T Singleton.  Richmond:  University of Virginia Press. Pp. 261-83.  

2003 Transformation of empire: The Spanish colonial project in America. Historical Archaeology  

 37(4):3-13. 

2004 Reconsidering Taíno social dynamics after Spanish conquest: Gender and class in culture contact 

 studies. America Antiquity 69(4):597-626. 

2007 Eliciting Contraband Through Archaeology: Illicit Trade In Eighteenth-Century St. Augustine.  

 Historical  Archaeology 40(3). 

2007 (3rd author with A. Thibideau, D. Killick, W. Lyman J. Cruxent and J. Ruiz) The Strange Case of  

  the Earliest Silver  Extraction by European Colonists in the New World. Proceedings of the 

 National Academy of Sciences.  # 06-07297. March 23 2007. 

 2010    Native Resistance to Spanish Presence in Florida and Hispaniola (1492-1600).  In  Native American 

 Resistance to Spanish Colonization of the Americas. Edited by M. Liebmann and M. Murphy, 

 Santa Fe, School for American Research pp 47-65 

2010     Strategies of adjustment: Spanish Defense of the Circum-Caribbean Colonies, 1493-1600.  In First  

 Forts:Essays on the Archaeology of Proto-colonial Fortifications. Edited by E. Klinglehofer. 

Leiden: Brill Publishers. Pp 17-41. 

2010    The Spanish Atlantic World on the Eve of Jamestown.  Archaeology of Early European Colonial 

 Settlement in the Emerging Atlantic World edited by William Kelso.  Society for Historical 

 Archaeology Special Publication 8. pp. 31-52. 

2013     Hybridity, Identity and Archaeological Practice. In The Archaeology of Hybrid Material Culture. 

 Edited by J. Card.  Occasional Papers # 39, Southern Illinois University Center for Archaeological 

 Investigations. Carbondale, SIU Press. pp. 260-278.  

2013      From Español To Criollo: An Archaeological Perspective On Spanish-American Cultural 

 Transformation, 1493-1600. In Velhos e Novos Mundos. Proceedings of the 1st International 

 Congress of Modern Archaeology. Edited by Andres Texiera.  Centro de História de Além-Mar, 

 Universidade Nova de Lisboa, Lisbon. pp. 872-883. 

2013    The Historical Archaeology of Sixteenth Century La Florida. In 500 Years of Florida History – the 

 Sixteenth Century. Edited by Paul E. Hoffman. The Florida Historical Quarterly. 91(3): 349-374. 
2014   Early Alliances: History and Archaeology in Florida.  in   Wentz, Rachel K.,  Searching Sand and 

 Surf: The Origins of Archaeology in Florida. pp. 1-10. Cocoa, FL: Florida Historical Society. 

2014  Cruxent, José María (1911–2005)   in Encyclopedia of Caribbean Archaeology. Edited by 

 Basil Reid and Grant Gilmore. pp. 115-17. Gainesville,  University Press of Florida.  

              2015  (3rd author with Neil Wallace, Ann Cordell and Micheal J. Sullivan) Inter-ethnic social interaction 

                        in 16th century La Florida: sourcing pottery using siliceous microfossils. Journal of  

          Archaeological Science 

2016    Pirates as Providers. In  Pieces of Eight: More Archaeology of Piracy. Edited by Charles R. Ewen 



  and Russell K. Skowronek. University Press of Florida, Gainesville. Pp. 239-259. 

              2018  (with Car D. Halbirt)   Spanish St. Augustine, Florida.  In Ceramics in America 2017 

  Edited by  Robert Hunter  pp. 104-121 


